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England. They were stirring times. James II. had
just gone out, and Dutch William, with James's
daughter, now reigned. The old fires of religious
rancor only smouldered; the Pope was acutely ab-
horred of most "true-born" Englishmen, and from
such repeated overturns of the throne as there had
been in the last forty years, there had grown up a
widespread sense of uncertainty and insecurity. Sol-
diers were moving about, foreign spies, and perhaps
home traitors, were abroad, and the future was
clouded. Sewall's home was in the west, and his
interests also, except as they might be affected by
arbitrary power in London ; and so at much of what
went on about him he looked with an indifferent eye.
Only he looked straight into the masquerade of life
in London streets, and the genial and human part
of him reached beyond his religious asceticism to
fraternize with his kind at their toil or pastime. He
went to the Tower, Guild Hall, St. Paul's; saw a city
election, "which the sheriffs, with their gold chains,
managed; " heard the Mayor's speech ;

'* saw [Feb. 12] the Princess [Anne] pass in her barge ancients
and streamers of ships flying, bells ringing, guns roaring."
"April 30. Queen's birthday. Streamers, flags, guns. Spent
4^. $d. in going to Greenwich." "May 27. Saw the Dutch
ambassadors make their public entrance. Came up through
Crouched? Friars were about 50 coaches, with 6 horses apiece,
besides pages on foot and youths on horseback. The main
streets thwacked [packed?] with people and yet little mess of
people in Fen Church and Lombard streets."

He goes off with Mr. Brattle to swim in Thamesl 5. S* Mary's Chapel. Richard Beau-
